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Springsteen breaks records at Meadowlands 


By GUY STERLIXG 
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Springsteen opensconcert series 
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in the Dark," reached top positions on 
Billboard's popularity charts and re- 
main in the music magazine's top 10 
listings this week. 

All of Springsteen's albums have 
sold more than 500,000 copies, while 
two, "Darkness on the Edge of Town" 
and "The River," have sold more than a 
million records, according to figures 
compiled by the Recording Industry As- 
sociation of America. 

* * * 

But Columbia Records, Spring- 
steen's recording company, expects 
"Born in the U.S.A." to be his best- 
selling album. 


"In the modern era of rick 'nTolI, 
he stands shoulder-to-shoulder with 
Mick Jagger (of the Rolling Stones) and 
Roger Daltrey (of The Who) as the lead- 
ing front men of the best live bands," 
said John Scher, a New Jersey concert 
promoter who has booked Springsteen 
shows since 1969, including those open- 
ing the arena. 

"From the point of view of artists 
emerging in the 70s and 80s, he is with- 
out peer." 

While he sometimes shows up un- 
announced at New Jersey nightclubs to 
play with other bands, Springsteen last 
toured with his own group in 1981. 

On staee. Springsteen's message 


lies strictly in his music with no pro- 
duction gimmicks. 

The current tour, which played 19 
sold-out performances in nine cities be- 
fore the Meadowlands dates, offers a 
show lasting 3% hours, long for many 
acts but not unusual by Springsteen 
standards. 


The performances are so physical- 
ly taxing that Springsteen's 10 concerts 
at the Meadowlands have been spread 
out over 15 days r with the band playing 
no more than two consecutive nights 
during the stand. 

While in the course of a career 
now stretching into its third decade, 
i Springsteen has come to acquire a na- 
tional and even worldwide audience 
and nowhere does his following match 
that which he enjoys in New Jersey— 
the territory that offered him the early 
venues during which he developed his 
1 skills and supplied him with rich source 
material for much of his work. 

From his first album, "Greetings 
from Asbury Park," in 1973, Spring- 
steen's music has given the state an 
identity people from throughout the 
country and world recognize without 
hesitation. 

The state has responded in kind, to 
limits that astonish even industry vet- 
erans. At one point, the Legislature 
even considered designating Spring- 
steen's "Born to Run" the state song. 

Three years ago, when Springsteen 
opened the Meadowlands Arena, com- 
plex officials were forced to end a 
mail-in lottery for tickets to six per- 
formances on the second day. 


After counting all the envelopes, 
they figured they had received enough 
requests for 19 concerts. 

"Springsteen has a following that 
transcends age," said arena general 
manager Smith. "Most acts will target 
a particular age group, but Springsteen 
is popular with people a generation re- 
moved from each other. His demo- 
graphics are higher than most artists." 

Unlike many rock musicians of the 
day, Springsteen has managed to keep 
and actually add to his audience despite 
lengthy breaks between records, an in- 
frequent touring schedule and changes 
in popular music tastes. Many recall his 
labors with a succession of Shore bands 
through the end of the 1960s and his 
coming of age in the early 70s. 

Thraughout the last decade, 
Springsteen's emerging popularity car- 
ried over to any number of New Jersey 
bands to the point that rock music from 
the state, particularly The Shore, came 
to be known as the "Asbury Park 
sound." 


